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IEDDRUG

1
Read how ex-Detective Chief Inspector Victor Kelgher,
London's top drugs detective, recruited informers J

used them ruthlessly in his determined atempt to
stamp out the wicked weed.

See page 3.
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TO COUNTER STATE TERROR

| wish (0 protest at the item “The
dangers ol armed struggle’

You do nathing to indicate the
circumstances of the 2 June affaur.
These are that the revolutionary and
Anarchist movement in West Germany
1s the object of a sustained vicious
and murderous campaign by the
State, which having contained the
parllamentary opposition by the
customary means has set about its
activist opponents with equally time-
honoured methods, to wit: raids on
homes by hundreds of armed police,
armed and destructive searches,
sexual humiliations, planted and per-
jured evidence, prison psychiatry,
beatings, torture, jailings etc and last
but not least plain straightlorward
assassinations of rebels real or merely
suspected. All the means, in short,
available to the modern democratic
State to terrorise its subjects, and in
particular the youth who identify
with the rebels, into conformity -
first passive and then active
To maintain an activist revolt
under such conditions requires a high
degree of courage, conviction and
intelligence and commands the res-
pect and support of all. When such
activists Kill a State spy this 1s not
merely an attempt to protect their
movement and remain at large (or
indeed alive) but also to lighten the
burden of State terror which falls
upon the shoulders not only of the
rebels but of all the oppressed - in
Western Germany, in the EEC, in the
world — and is therefore perfectly
consistent with their social ideals;
while one must, according to liber-
tanan, autonomust principles, res-
pect their judgement as to the neces-
sity ol the actual deed
Rather, it is those who paterna-
listically denounce the deed from
the comparatively safe positions of
overseas sohdanty commuttees and
industrial militancy (both of which
are regular covers for active support
of the status quo: see Trotskyist
politics almost anywhere today)
whom you should advise your readers
to be ‘careful of
l‘b‘ Hendy -
Devon

THE REAL ROLE?

Welcome to WILDCAT and many

thanks for ‘plugang’ Minus One
Two bnef comments

1) Your remarks on Radical Philo-

sophy 8 are puzzling. Are you

approving of the ‘attack™ made by

the mystagogues and mystifiers, the

During a recent squat in Bnxton two
men who at first described themselves
as ‘neighibours’ started to argue with
the squalters, saying they had no
right to be there. Gradually, the
comments became insults. it was
clear that the men were determined
to provoke a confrontation and were
certainly not ‘neighbours’ (uniformed
police were in attendance). Asked if
they were themselves policemen the
two smiled and said no, they worked
for the BBC. When the squatters de-
manded to see their press cards, the
two men claimed to have left them
at home.

The man on the left (see picture)
told the photographer that he had
worked for ‘Man Alive' three months
before, and that the other man had
just come back from Greece. They
refused to gave their names. Finally
they drove off in a green Mini, regis-
tration XHR 945K,

When the squatters wrote to BBC

hocus-pocus merchants of occultism.,
on the ‘scientific world-view'? What-
ever the faults of the latter, its value
as an annihilator of religious author-
Ity and superstition should not be
forgotten. Nothing would be gained
and much would be lost if it were
rcplaccd by the vaganies of a Mahar-
shi or the trickeries of a Un Geller.

[ was interested by Philip Sansom’s
memories of 1945, but disappointed
by his apparent refusal to consider
what happened to the ‘revolutionary’
potential of the ‘working class’ and
‘retuming warriors” of that now dis-
tant time. Why is it that ‘our rulers’
always see the threat of ‘social
revolution’ so clearly, but the ruled
don’t? Could it be that though the
ruled groan, complain, protest and
even ‘upheave’ from time (o time
they just aren’t interested in the
same things that Philip Sansom and
his comrades were interested in
for which they went Lo prisos

Which leads to the questios
whether, in fact, the real rol
anarchists is resistance to ¢
croachments of authonty
futile attempts to change ‘so
into utops but 'l ]
that, for the present
S 1_ PJI‘A( r
Editor Minus One
London W2

COPE AND SCOPI

Thanks for the WILDCA
enclosed the latest Cope

It I may pass comment |
Mental Health section on vour
mathon pages. | feel you should
have included the National A
ton for Mental Health or if you did
include them also include some
words on them. Under the influence
of some of its more radical members
like its new Director, Tony Smythe
NAMH is beginning to try and be-
come a bit like the Mental Health
equivalent of Shelter, which would
be progress but hardly revolutionany
NAMH is very tied to fairly conven
tional liberal approagches to mental
health — see Qur of Mind a book
wntten by Martin Ennals - Smythe’s
predecessor. But however radical
NAMH becomes at its centre, with
its plush Harley Street offices, it
depends for its support on its local
groups which are strongest in middle
class suburban areas and virtually
non-existent or weak in Inner London
working class ghettos that breed
mental distress. These local groups
the backbone of NAMH, run arter
care hostels and group homes ¢tc
but rarely question what 1s goipg on

‘We’re fromthe BBC’

in bins (hospitals).

b

Television, they were told by the
Assistant Head of Secretariat: “The
photograph . . . has been seen by the
Editor, ‘Man Alive’ and by senior
television and radio news staff, none
of whom recognise either of the men
in it. It scems clear, therefore, that
the claims they made were false. It

is. of course, always possible that one
or the other of them worked for some
part of the BBC in a freelance capa-
city at some time in the past, but even
this seems highly unlikely. Indeed, it
is surely improbable that people be-
having as you describe these two men
behaving would want to disclose their
identity or their place of work. No
doubt the BBC provided an easy
‘cover' because il comprises SO many
different programmes and depart-
ments that it would be hard lor any-
one immediately to disprove their
claim to be associated with one or

other of them.' See STOP PRESS.

~ COPL is concerned about prevent-
ing the need for people to go into
bins and providing the means where-
by people don’t have to go into a bin
when they or the group around them
freaks out

That’s my COPE bit over with.
Il give you some feedback on
WILDCAT. I'm really pleased by
it .~ it should have been brought out
years ago! 1 have some concern
though that you might fall into one
of two traps that most libertarian
papers fall into, both being products
of a lack of praxis if you'll excuse
4 touch of Marxism. One way is
never 1o really lay down some sort
ol position however vague like

Inside Story which was hibertarian
by default. The other is to become
' v i ctarian and be theoret:-
‘ 1 1 1S
ihe Individual
.
r the first
! ¢ d frequently miss by 2 mile
! | he s nd you g a little closer
to what you want and so on. So it all
depends what you 're aiming at,
which we can't really discover until

a few more 1ssues have come and
gone (not to mention the target
moving and complicating things!)
Il you're alter an attractive looking,
monthly propaganda magazine then
No | 1s fine. If it’s a hewspaper then
you've missed. When we're indulging
in self-cniticism of The Other Paper
a common complaind 1s that it was
wrnitten from the argachair. And this
is the impression | Rave here — all
taken from newspaper cuttings,
letters, pamphlets, documents — no
juicy hitherto unreported quotes elc.

[ know it’s impossible to produce
a Daily Mirror out of something
that only comes out monthly, but
it is possible to strive for some kind
of amalgam of ‘magazine’ and ‘hot
news'. And that’s the sort of paper
I find most interesting.

Having said all that, I now realise
I haven’t mentioned how much |

liked WILDCAT No 1. It was well
e e = = SEC Y

Screws injured seven prisoners while
attacking a sit-down demonstration
in Wandsworth Prison on 11 Septem-
ber. One man had his nose broken.

The demonstration took place in
one of the prison workshops in pro-
test against a work speed-up: the
prisoners stopped work and sat down.
Then a screw announced that, if they
had not moved in five minutes, the
warders would come into the work-
shop and pull them out. Frankie
Fraser, as spokesman, made a speech
emphasising that the protest was
completely peaceful. Shortly after-
wards about 50 screws, armed with
batons, attacked the 35 protesters.

Frankie Fraser has been sentenced
to 56 days solitary with 320 days loss
of remission. A ‘tightening-up’ of
discipline has also been reported in
this, the most savage jail in the
country.

Meanwhile, in Wormwood Scrubs
200 pnsoners have signed a petition
demanding an independent inquiry
into the death of Stephen Smith,
found hanged in his cell at the begin-
ning of August. The petition was
released as a leaflet distributed out-
side the prison last month. .

The prisoners congratulate the jury
at Smith’s inquest who unanimously
returned an open verdict. They say:
‘It 1s clear that an open verdict was
only reached because prisoners were
prepared to break the rules of censor-
ship and because prison officers at
considerable nisk to themselves were
willing to breach the Official Secrets
Act, in order to call attention to
events taking place behind the
prison walls.” Smith had been badly
beaten by screws shortly before he
was found dead.

(PNS)

LCOIE

and hively produced and the supple-
ment provided interesting information
I feel in the above I've been a typical
reviewer — stating what | like to see
most and then commenting as to
whether WILDCAT fulfills my
dreams. Repeating myself for the nth
time - as a magazine it’s a hit, as a
newspaper it's got potential. At

least from its appearance you looked
as if you enjoyed producing it —
nrobably the most important

factor of all

(Gzordon Wilson

The Other Paper, Leeds 6.

‘SORELY NEEDED'

Last night we received issue No 1
of WILDCAT from a visitor to
Amsterdam. We would like to con-
gratulate you on producing a maga-
zine which is sorely needed. It is
indeed first class - positive, forth-
nght, and fearless in its views and
\pproach

| am enclosing some material about
> Lennox in Chelmsford Pnison.
uld you publish something about
m n your next issue? The George
NNOX DI

—~

ry wnitten by me has

| been published in Ireland and

a but not in Bnitain. The
Statesman has published an

| article on George, but it is too soft

(s approach to do any good.

ceded is a good hard-hitting
rticle, and anything that vou do or
y 1t 1s all nght by us
Could you also publicise Hapotoc?
It is essential that we build up this
libertanan vehicle of struggle into
something that Establishments and
ruling classes everywhere will have
reason to fear
Michael Tobin
Hapotoc, Amsterdam.
Editors’ Note:
HAPOTOC stands for *Help A Prison-
er & Outlaw Torture Organising Com-
muttee” whuch is self-explanatory.
Support and interest please to
Hapotoc, Amsterdam, P O Box 10638,
Netherlands. We expect to carry a
story on George Lennox (a soldier
who protested against Army torture
techniques in Aden and has been
victimised for it) in our next issue,

1471
. 1.

UTOPIANISM WANTED?

I like the overall look of No 1, also
like the substantial items, with the
exception of the ‘Burton in Boulogne'
report, which seems to stand isolated
and unrelated to its libertanan
context.

As for getting anarchist/libertar-
ian ideas across to a new audience,
I’'m not at all sure a reader who knew
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A very successful first benefit party
was held by the Wildcat Association
on 31 August at the Art Meeting Place
in Covent Garden. Not only our own
natural libertarian bonhomie, but the
free-flowing wine helped to create
instant comradeship among all

The entertainments, greatly appre-
ciated, included an impressive exhibi-
tion of advanced musicianship by
Lindsay Cooper, progressive bassoon-
ist, Fred Frith, guitarist (on loan from
Henry Cow) and Clive Bell on flute.
Not everyone understood what they
were doing, but those who did said
was marvellous. They were tollowed by
The General Will, a travelling theatre
group who laid on & continuous eighty
minutes of send-ups, satire, sketches
and songs of social significance that

had the sudience roaring for more. A
great show

From the beginning of the ¢vening,
Pete’s Disco kept the spint moving,
with a short spell from m

nothing about anarchism would
learn very much about alternative
ways of living. | agree WILDCAT
must be rooted in the present
situation, but [ should like an

nunce of Utopianism.

Mike Bloom

Abingdon, Oxon.
ALTERNATIVE LIBRARY ‘

Thanks for WILDCAT No | This
issue had valuable material on British
Army Resistance (one of our topics)
and thus will be duly classified so
that library users may retrieve and
borrow. I hope this free library

may be put on your free subscrip-
tion list for future issues.

I hope we may be of use to you; I
enclose a recent notice on our new
bibliog service. Other subjects that
might be of particular interest to
you are’ Bq: Ecological Nonviolent
Action, Bs: Tenant & Claimant
Action, Ds: Pacifists in Prison, Eb:
Bnitish Army Resistance, Ff: Sexual
Liberation, Fi. Industrial Action
Li: Workers" Control, Mt: Amrcfmm,
and the dozen headings under O.- Oz:-
ALTERNATIVE SOCIETY. | ho
soon to send you our new Guide
Index, which should clanfy all this.
Let me know if there’s a particular
subject-bibliog that you'd like to
borrow and I'll type it out if not
already done.

Yours in fellowship,
David Hoggett

Librarian,

Commonweal Collection,
112 Winchcombe Street,
Cheltenham, Glos.

SECOND THOUGHTS

—

Laurens Ofter is not happy about
his own review (WILDCAT No 1) of
Raya Dunayevskaya's book Philo-
sophy and Revolution. He asks us H
to note that he wrote the review in
haste, cutting down from notes he
had previously made. On reflection
he feels that he cut out too much of
the praise to leave a predominantly
critical review when he thought he
was writing a predominantly favour-
able one. This dees not mean that
he thinks any of the indivaidual
cnticisms invalid. One thing that
was invahid, however, was the
address of Bob Potter, from whom
the book can be obtained. He wntes:
“The only real complaint | have
against Laurens Otter’s review is
that he's got my address wrong,
and that the price is £1.75 post free!
Bob Potter lives at 98 Addison
Road, Hove, Sussex BN3 17R.

LAT benefit

N

O e -
DJ Charlie Gillett after the cabaret,
playing his own choice of rock re
cords. All the above performers gave
their serviges entirely Iree of charge
and many thanks are due 10 them for
making the evening such a success
GeolTfrey Barfoot, who wnites the
Country column, had made some
mugs and a plate specially for the
occasion: the mugs were sold and the
plate raffled.

We were asked at the end il we
could not run a WILDCAT party
every month' Since, however, we have
our hands full at the moment getling
the paper out every month, we thunk
we should stick 1o our onginal pro-
gramme of a party every three months

- 1o coincide with our quarterly
WILDCAT Assocation mectings. Une

[less, of counse, some more

will form an entertainment commit:

7 Offers invited!

leg .




Detective Chief inspector Kelaher, head of the Drugs Squad, having survived one trial for cons
pervert the Course of Justice and three internal police inquiries, finally
grounds. Our police correspondent reports on his recent activities. ‘H

Victor KNolahet has boon taking a

Wp o T ihats the word  down
meman lane. accompanied by a ghost
wiriter The reswll of their labours has
deen cuvalstimg round vanous pub-
WRhOTs 1O some e pow dul. for one
reason and anvther. has not managed
1O il any takors as (e as we know.
One rosson s that there seem to be a
pambeor o references to ‘entertain:
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could be seen as Iibel
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andt up that
wrabic months and
yoars peopie spost m ja o sc“u"
g were vioously ponticss, weren 1
they . Kelaher® But does hrtle Victow
ever consader thal ha whole caress
migh . nave been based on URROCERSREY
18 and the oxplauiation ‘
koo bishment peranos’
VocPs sowinnd bevause be “.”
Howaover hes w!! mghleoushess
l sooms Lo altow hum to be !
\ ctraghtioreaerd about The wse o
tormers. He Ainst became aware |
thew Tundamealsd o
he was in the Flymg

Umikr chve reguier CID
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assigwed 10 @ particwlar London divi-
sion and expected to react ro all the
durgiaries and more important 999
Calls in their ‘parch’ the Flying
Squad had nc set duties to perform -
we made our own wark (sic!). We
were supposed (o swiff our major
orime and top villlans. Necessarily
this meant developing and using in-
formuanrs those fringe villains who
KeCpy one Joot in !)3(' U’IJ('NUHJ
and one foor inside the law

5 ranl Is a drtie under

aiemer N PNICE WOork., dut

3 !

i 5§ emMOun
She looked ar me and grinned
old do vou think [ am’

. {\.“: ‘?C
u're wrong. You're two

'/-{\3 Y

Well ye

2 ——
CEry (

She 'd given me the lever [ was look-
i { lirrie checking and I con-
firmed she’'d been only 4% when
she got that first conviction for soli-
ciring She'd fooled the officers who d
nicked her, the magistrate, everybody,
into thinking she was 17 There was
nothing I could do aboutr it now, but
she didn 't know rhat

\Nobody likes being made a fool
of. Audrey. You'll go down for sure’,
I rold her ‘I'm the only one who can
do anything for you. Why don’t you
do yowurself a favour and help me a
bit in return’

Then it all came out. She suffered
from claustrophobia, she said,
couldn 't stand being locked up. even

ermight By the rime the case came

ing ror

to nal, s/ 1d agreed to work for
me and s ayved with me for seven
y Oars

The relanonship seemed to be a
fairly happy one, as Kelaher tells it
Audrey got small favours — not being
held overmight when she jumped pro-
hation. which happened several times

whale Kelaher got a lot of infor-
mation. Onec su it was as happy
#s any relationship could be that was
based on threats, lies and induce
ments Kelaher spells it out: inform-
ers are informers overwhelmingly
becsuse the cops have threatened
them into it. He tells how he recruited
another one

Out of his class

1 1l mever forget the well-dressed,
highly presentable Erglishman we
found when we raided one smoker
He was obviously way out of his clasy
and when we got every body back 1o
the station he explained that he was
a made model and could he be charped
in a false mame 1o avoid publicity ”

Don 't ask me’. | said, It's up 10
you, tm 7 it’ 've got to have your
namw and address 1Y vou mame’s Joe
Bloges. that's your business '

The case went through with him
being charped wunder a false mame One

turn deverves another so. after

1t was oll over_ | chatted him, rook
hiems for ¢ drink and asked him 10
work for me He soid he would A
vouple of weeks passed and he'd given
e @ tickie or rwo. but nothing reall
worthwhtele when [ sporced him
COWERE On! of anoiher smoker | was
Loeping obvervenion on Thei way
pmouph for me We raliod him off for
8 fow streers then ed him
s foce showed what he was thmking
when he siw me step ont of the car

You wupid rucker’ | lammsed mto

him_ "You think you can play me for
a mug’ What kind of cunt do you
think I am’” Don't you know better
than ro ry and have one over the
law” I'll really drop one on you this
time, I've been watching you, | know
every move you fucking make, chum-
my. and I've had it up 1o here.' ]
really cursed him out By the time |
was finished he was convinced [ had
him dead to rights and his only hope
was fo work for me — and to do a
good job this time. | had him over a
barrel. which is what you 've got ro
do with most informers And he
started to come across. It wasn't long
before I realised he moved in rop
s crimunal circles And of course
that justfies everything

Kelaher is of the opinion that vil

-

ns didn't really mind having infor-

LD

¢rs scatliered among them. They see
! prolessional risk
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The Nationa! Union of Joumnalists,
which has rcoontly begun to look
very like a trade union, now finds
itself discusiny the basic question of
the freedom ot Uic press. David May,
co-editor of Time Our, will appear al
the Old Bailey this month charged
with ‘dishonestly handhing stolen
property” — the property in question
being a document taken from the kid-
napped Spansh banker (see “Stl
inside”). Paul Foot, editer of Socialist
Worker. i 10 be called belore the
High Court for ‘contempt of court’,
ie. for namung alleged blackmail vic-
tims. Lord Belper and Michael
Moms. in the Jamie Jones tnal, con-
trary to the judge’s order

The London Central and Magarine
branches of the NUJ called a jeint
public meeting on 20 Seplember to
discuss support for the two The
branches say in a joint leaflct that
they are ‘concerned at the grave
nature of the cases and theo 1
plicd threat to all journalists’

The most dsturbing aspect of the
Fool case. they say. '» thatl by
bringing the prosecution Attomey -
General Sam Sidkin b altemphing
retronpe tively to interpret the ke
1o sugpest that the wedge could logally
ban nanmng the witnosses 11 s oun
oy that the sedge s reguest that the
w0 wrinessos Do grven asons mely

Free the press

point in getting upsel about. For
Kelaher the whole business is some-
thung of a game. He quite obviously
respects the real professional villain
As he says in another context, People
think that policemen hate villains but
in practice you can’t afford to moral-
{se. He admires the cleverness of a
villain who hudes out until the smoke
clears over a robbery and then tums
up at the police station voluntarily
with a lawyer so that he can’t be
‘verballed’. He is indignant that the
Sunday Times should get upset about
the following incident

Fronted by his brief

‘Kelaher came up and announced
that he proposed to arrest — on an
extradition warrans 1o
stand trial in

\\

was made at the start of the firsi
Janic Jones tnal (for alleged
prostitution) and not at the stant
of the second tnal (for alleged black-
mail). Unlike blackmal cases, there
is no [‘N\C\‘\"\l for such a ban on
names ina pl(‘\‘llllllk‘l\ case

Members of six branches have sent
a letter to the NUJ paper the Jowrn-
alist mentioning the police raads on
WILDCAT and Peace News under the
Incitement to Disaffection Act and
calling on the union to support the
NCCL campaign to repeal the Act
and free Pat Arrowsmith

Following the intimudation, harass-
ment and assault of several photo-
graphers by the police dunng the &
National Front demonstration on
September, # meeting of about 30
journalists set up an action commuit
tee 1o press for an NUJ commussion
of inguiry inte pohce and state
mterterence i the media There
will be a prcket outude the Home
Office from | 2 noon o Jpm on
Tuesday 15 October Jourmalini witl
be invited to Bring slong therr Metro
politan Police passes (wsed 1o Toence
journabsts) and bum them

(hey sssues under dcusacan
Jade the harassment of Sog sl
Worker sctlon and the Tvﬂw
i ubatron of Magaane Braadch
Jowamenats to e polxe

g7 e ey }v.»'
- o S

America on a drug trafficking con-
spiracy charge When -'s counsel ob-
fecred that there was no extradition
Jor conspiracy, Kelaher replied ']
don 't care what you think That's
what I'm going to do If you want to
be difficuit, I can have him charged
with possession of LSD in London in
1969 " Half an hour later after — had
talked at Cannon Row police station
with Kelaher and two other members
of the Drugs Squad, he was set free '

There Is nothing sinister or extra-
ordinary about this —~ was fronted by
his own brief (lawyer) who was ob-
viously going 1o say what he could to
stop me picking up his client Equally,
{ was going 1o say what | pleased in
reply 1o justify my nicking him The
truth was, I wanted him in custody
while I checked the position out with
the BNDD (the American Bureau of
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs) and
the Americans 1o see If there was any-
thing else we could put him up for.
There wasn't so he was released.

All this is directly relevant to people
in political aircles. It means what any-
body with any sense or experience
knows already namely that all the
‘your policemen are wonderful, take
it through the proper channels’ stuff
15 bullshit for the media. The police
will disregard all the rules for the ‘fair
treatment’ of prnisoners to the extent
that they can get away with it. Lies,
threats, inducements and blackmail
these are the standard weapons of law
enforcement. Kelaher at least 1s hon-
est enough to admut it.

Not too many
As a final threat here are Kelaher's
observations on phone tapping

1966 was the last time that any offi-
cial figures were released on phone
tapping — to a chorus of parliamen-
tary criticism. The Special Branch
rapped 12,000 phones that year —
and that excludes phones tapped by
the Secret Services, the Foreign Office

and the Customs. 12,000 may seem
an awful lot, but it included approxi-

mately 70 phones a day in London —
70 phones out of the thousands of
criminal activities thar are planned
and exec uted in the capital The
intercept cemtre. which at that time
was situated near
Chelsea barracks.
has only
around 30 lnes,
plus a couple the)
put om Qquick in the
case of a murder or
somerhing like that
It can rake @ month to get
an inter cept put through and
you can't begin the procedure
for approval until there & a
space at the centre. You can
imagine how long it can take us
somerimes. When we do hear
we can have a line, a writren report has
to go up from a Detective Inspecior or
Chief Inspector to rhe DCS to the Com-
mander (0 the Asst Commiussioner (o
the Home Office and be approved at
every level — and in the end by the
Home Secretary in person. [ don't
think 12,000 phones is too many He
doesn’t thunk 12,000 1s too many

—

Corby secret police

“The “ordinary™ police take advan-
tage of their routine enQuines in order
to collect political information for
the Special Branch. In July 1973 the
Drugs Squad raded the home of 2
man who was active as 2 Tyving pcket
during the building workers’ stnke
Although they only had a warrant ©
secarch for cannabis they used this &
an excuse (0 make a search for poiits
cal hterature The man invalved was
away (rom home and has wile was
nardly 1in a posihion 10 resist

‘Durning the search they tound 4
copy of WILDCAT (then an wmfor
mation bulietin) and they wok s
away ouite ilegalls n ordot 1O phate
.up{ the contents The poine e
tumed several times dussng the next
few davs and intervogated the man s
wife alome aboutl her andd et bais
band’s political views, the Corty Reot
Action Campagn of 1970 and thew
connecbon with the anarchal Mo

: ey »
meat n Cordy The fina ey

vt waa

Corby s ¢hsof of 1D
tFrom 3 epont

hy Cordy Al ar fusds)

ved one piracy to |z
retired’ early on medical ’
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T e it of this case, | have. e from London to Warminster, | once prison s | knew (I would be much
of twice tried 1o escape. At Waterloo caswr to escape from there than from
Station. they had 10 carry me on to the  Molloway, Fventually, sbout s month

- - N Ma Py RN al By an

b4 — Mt Asvowssdbh fow the
. | State o tnally bawed lll\"\' ™e Ll b UL beln ver 0 nun riolent

3 \: (B \'-":-'1 o Septembes \rd calling . Lealf oo tion Act il s 2 resestanc e, attempted (0l 0 scvand » Without
- - e h iy o i e of legislaton anww with Candhan principles ol tram calling oul British 1roops out of agy. My reguest was granted.
- ) ehh rringes both (e right porsstenl nunviolen! suncooperation lieland | 'm being arrested for handing having (o give any .*ll.n not to
’ o - | : e 5 . } rdimary vt na When ordered by the p\ﬁ‘llC o stop out katlets 10 the station crowds '“ .-w"mmdﬂd o Askham
oo ‘ i . o be treated v dolivering the soliders haflet & (he ame thing as they escorted me off  Grange. where | remained 10 s
- .  — . A d my ormal rationsl human beings entitied 1o | Warminster base, | declined 1o do w Salsbury sation Outside the statwon working out how best (o escape
| tRcmes 4 moliticel statements ad rosuie hence was charged with an ofience there were some soldiers, o | called | shall not, of course. be truly ol
- i ‘ T ua rmation That this i under the Puble Order Act When out “Refuse to serve in N lreland liberty until the government offically
R wrty (n : OV quated. rusty Act was required o appes et last Junuary  Desert now. ™ frecs me. Demands (or my releaw should
: ! . . ed 10 § ¢ way lor 2 to answer the chas; oc charged In prison, | mssted that | was . thercfore continue sod murcase,
Sy ’ by ad ) smare wication of thy with Incitement to )i tion, | politial prisoner and demanded potitial  strengihened by (e acton " Bave e
" ) - rament’s 1 reasing ans ety vl decided 1t was clearly ariness not 1o status  the right not fo work This was myseM taken
Phpe emands for 1he yoval of British wo-operate | skipped bo' and went (o refused . the authorities dented that | was Above all. 1he campagn (o free
g™ oy A - . os from N lrcland Being mysell Dublin While “on the run . | continued 2 political prisoner. | went on sirike, and lrekand mue! go on and gather momen
" Y orks A et d of the vital urgency lo engage in activity over lreland, was punished accordingly. | also claimed  tum, wnl the government no longes
in’s withdrawal from lreland, | ncluding addressing meetings in Dublin  the right, as » political prisoner, not (o finds it necomary 1o send war resisierns (o
g ‘ soeairh have. lor several years now, been decply and London and giving out the leaflet to  have to share 3 cell and not to have to prson (o1 opposing the presence of an
sape. | e vould havy wwolved in a number of campaigns (0 swidiers agan. There was a warrant oul undergo the standard psychuiric assce army of occupation in Fagland’s uldest
See N any h whieve this end. This no doubt, s for my arrest and | was apprehended ment tests which the authoritios tried 10 colony
: x o wivally w weod  larsely why | got an 18 month sentence.  months later. When the police escorted  IMposs o me. | requested transfer to an Right on  Pat Amrow smith _.
- S —— - S
Free Pat smith
LA NN, ring o Sentember to demand her release, Pat Arrow smiith walked out of Arkham Gro rr ’,’
Tl . we pubii bove We talked 1o Pat between the NCCL meeling and her dramali rance at the Anti-Narional Front
Rally in Hyvde FPark - Sentember Here s an abbreviated account o) what she sald
- N d up Sa m of WILDCAT). the event was a | keep the ¢ rowdsin Hyde Pur ; ( w- orsoners has collected 23
R . ne political fail because of inadequate official rally ended, and then | : agratures for a petition “?m‘ -
\ noat 1 Amnesty Orga vtion and publicity by the NCCL Imecting of their own Pat w ' ; uf gs chalked up ‘Free Fat Arrow-
L ly that there ind ageneral failure among the liber- | through an intermediary t (h' in vanous places round the
‘ y distinction between tanan left to take the issue senously political battle with the CF «» Prise
| other pnisoners. 1t Perhaps some stayed away through could speak. So it turned S Mcanwhile the NCCL campagn 10
ppose the argument. But confusion caused by Pat'’s escape, but was the first speaker Ir ¢ IMCG ree Pat and repeal the ACt continues
i v 15 5O fuckimmg smug: it's surely the possibility of her appear platform, surrounded ! olan for an advertisement in the
1blish that we ince at the meeting would have been lines of crash-helm teward L ys been abandoned since nol
hay litical prison likely to increase attendance nough moncy was ramscd instead,
(s the prison they say Hyde Park on 7 September was of Desert now there s to be a letter to the Fimes
i iical prisoners course a different story: here there Pat began by saying tha » ste October, the NCCUL s trying
Z h ke mail they say were plenty of people, massed to member of the TGWL he had me i to get its afMbated student umions
. ! r to the Home Oflice listen to the predominantly Com- resolutions on Ireland S wded ind trade umons to take up the Issue,
o special munist Party speeches of the ant with a direct appeal: “If there & ' it least one branch of the NUJ wll
‘ fascist rally. Pat made contact with members of Her Majesty s arn tor Liscuss a resolution this month. The
; vhy houls her trade-urnuon fnend - only to ces present I would invite the NCCL worker coordinating the
‘ ‘ ! 1 1 Nar find that h 1d beer nable to desert now ymparen told WILDCATL Our ob
' . {. |l don't want persuade the org Sng committ \Imost immediately sh ective 15 that the new Home Secre-
rk | 'd rather to let her speak. Their explanation jown from the platform, there wa tary. whoever he is. should be deluged
m ~ 9 was that, if she spoke, the police 2 police charge sbout SO0 m by letters and resolutions
. would scize on the opportunity 1t diving 1n towards the platiorn :
| A i ‘ tingon 3 break up the nmrwx'; the stewards managed to protect her Police rasds '
Sep ber 1 iid the better I'he only hope from Pat’s point from arrest, though two other people The campagn should have received
) people of view was the IMG, who were were taken Surpnsingly, the police a shot in the arm by the well-publs-
. l olanning to try and then withdrew cised police raids on a aumber of
They picked her up later that peace activists early on the mormng
evening from the Peace News fat of Tuesday. 10 September, with
: 1 lomian Road, N1, Pat, when warrants under the Incitemenl! to
= crviewed her. had been uncer Disaffection Act The WILDCAT

offices. which are temporanly at

S Caledonian Road, NI, were includ-
ed 1n the scarches. one copy of the
paper and four copies of the "Give
this 1o a soldiet” supplement were
tak sumably o see whether a
woscouhon under the Act would

tain what to do alter her \[\'\‘\h il

she was not arrested. | rather hope

> she had said. ‘they'll not do what

' they did when | Ivoke ball lcave
me {or a day or 0 and then
pick me up w hen there s no

one around
.

L Sanctuary B hard to believe that ’lz:-

Her dacision 1 ) Speaial Beanch had not exam

sanctuary Nirst at th first issue of WILDCAT betore
- > . ) 2 ¢! 31 ri 2 Yal . -
NCCL (where she w , ud, partbc y S wm
1R < ¢ . r a2 Ine Dot
"\'l'u\\\l ‘”(:_\‘ ‘\’ then N W\ it l E 3 15"
’ st CINeud pnmuliar walh . [L sard ol

1 ["'4\ \.H‘\\'\l'.

5 " Ner o f - Wil T D
r\‘““ of this worr 1T 1 AN i 4 I \I n kl‘

}'\ - l}‘l:\l a TSy, \‘A~! "f‘ r\‘

h.l‘l\,'\l.\ \l\\I Tl 3
. s : : : < 3 -r . e
Wil _"\ ll\'iA\ ANS I\! 'S \.l![-lt -

gO INTO hiding pes :
' { ' whO was ¢scorting the search party,
mancnn N ' ) : -

quick as a Nash rephed There's

wO sides 1o that: he mught thank you

were a it of a rascal breaking into

Knew that eventually
she was going to be
arrosicd LA shic
wanted 1o make sure that she

would be arrested on her ow

his oflice

(Crms, 4s 1t were

,l\xi\\ s tuan Jd e -
ot i e e o | Another raid

COUNS Informeaed e 1‘\"'\\ s

! 1 e W
\:\N‘q:l wving Pat maxin \nother well-known English pacifist
‘ ".”\“ :' K in Holloway and has !~\;‘|»\.‘\.‘-\!;' o “"“" Special Branch
lost 28 davs remission fisr b \ | v\. s flast month. Michael R-”\\"\'.
promunent member of the War Resis-
ipe. When she appearcd beltor ey Intermational who was one of the
the visting magistrates shy proneers of direct action against nu-
Jd not guilty o escapin ICAr weapons, was tracked Jown in a

ON TS BToumds »
unds that farmhouse where he was staying. For

OUld never have wome time he was asked questions
eI iIpnisonea n which appeared to be designed to
IS Placy prove s imvolvement with the British
Clgarty e other fWithdrawal from Northem lreland
Holloway Campaign He was isked Do vou

pn

Anow Pat Arrowsmith® Do you know
Wendy Bathin™' He has in |.A.\l known
me tor about 1S vears and Pat tor
ven longer!

Most of the subsequent questions
sbhout leallets and leaflleting he res
ponded to with "'no comment
Michael Tormed the opinion that the
\“ Ol eIswWare tising 1o vel “““ o
wy enough for them 1o get a search
warrant under the Incitement to Dis
tection Act Tor his home in Brad
tord

Mich Wl is not on ""l‘\\ reoonds 1Oy
eatl Hng soldiers as werg the indivy
druals who were raded the Previous
woek
Wendy Butiin

o —

Continent

A new Hiterary magarinme called Cton

! 1 '\. st b " ) \'nk‘i s

| tint PN and Russian. then in
sesen lanewuas ‘I.‘H\'Ml, Fnghish It
Wil ,\."lnh matenial trom R\\\i.ll\

wthorms in exid ke Solzhenisy n
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The central myth of democracy is that voting gives you a say in the
way you live. It does no such thing. When you vote, you yield to
government the right to say how vou should be allowed to live. That’s
all—and even f s qualified by what the government itself is
allowed to de lers of the country.

For our the talking heads which appear on
our goggleh ing elections and occasionally in-
between. O: hoardrooms of the City of London
and walk th er in Whitehall and they never put up
for election. rs and the bureaucrats: those who
control money d those 0> control people.

It is their interests which are heing served when the politicians
say this election is about inflation and law-and-order.

But because the politicians are the salesmen for the system,
they have to package their product with eye-catching, vote-catching
gimmicks—tuppence off your soap powder, tuppence on your
pension—and like the salesmen on your doorstep, conning you into
buying something you don't want, persuade you to sign your life
away for their profit.

Between the three main parties the differences are minimal.
The mean, money-mad Tories want you to pay your rent to a private
landlord and make profit for a private employer; the power-hungry

of supply and demand, applied to people and to bars of s0ap.

Labourites want you to pay your rent to the council and make

Wildcat “inside story’is o
supplement to the paper. It Is
onsultation with libertarian groups .

and available to them at cost price for distribution wi
nd other material (£2 a 100 from: Wildcat, Box :Q‘Sh‘:';‘;
pad, London WC1).We are planning supplements on

i abortion: please send us suggestions for the future.

us as producers and they exploit us as consumers. They profit from
our labour, when we create all the wealth, and they profit again
when they sell us back what we have produced. We are bought and
sold like cattle; employed and dumped when it suits them. The law

When their money system falters, they fall back on law-and-
order. By the great con-game of legality we are made to believe that
the law is sacrosanct—but laws are only the rules of the game that
they make up as they go along. They change them here, they
strengthen them there and teach us to believe that in some
mysterious way this grisly body of restrictive sanctions is there to
defend our freedom!

It is not. It is there as the first line of defence of their power.
Behind the laws—all passed by ‘our’ representatives in Parliament
—stand the police with horses and batons; the courts and prisons:
and the army, with the final defence of law-and-order: the gun.

This is what it is all about. Power over you. This applies just
as much to the fringe parties of the Right or Left as to the parties
of the centre. In some ways more, for both the fascists and the
Bolsheviks are dedicated to the idea of totalitarian dictatorship.
From different starting points, they end up with the same thing

But don’t they all? When the voting system falters, the ‘demo-
crats’ come up with schemes for coalition—a ‘National Government’

a profit for the state. The power-
starved Liberals, offer you a bit of
this and a bit of that and pretend
it’s going to make a difference,
while theyall pinch gimmicksfrom
each other. Even Tories now talk
about profit-sharing for workers! . :
Money and Power —that's the | e | 25
name of their game. As long as

'the money system works they can
manipulate us 4ll. They exploit

WHOEVER
YOU VOTE FOR.. DUN"I' VU'I'E the salesman’s face meaningless.
But we don’t have to play

~-thus making even the choice of

TONY [ peio

our own lives to meet our needs
{ENCOURAGE S e e e

'".[M’ hold support for our own |
: humiliation. Don’t merely omit
to vote:

iU

In the end, though, since govern-

ments don’t depend on the popular
vote 1s long as they have the real
nower, it doesn’t matter much if
;ou vote or not. What matters is

‘0 challenge that power. . —
Why not take direct action? Instead of trusting the politicians

sromises for ‘a better tomorrow’ why not take action yourself to
' make sure you get a better today?
| Take housing. Every government promises to house the home-
| less, build more houses, help us to buy our own home, ete, etc. Yet
we have more homeless than ever before, fewer houses are being
built, and more are standing empty, awaiting demolition under
‘redevelopment’ schemes.

But squatters are making sure that thousands of empty houses
are at least used instead of being left to rot. They take direct action
and organise to solve their problems. If you haven’t got somewhere
reasonable to live, why not contact your local squatters group? Or
mavhe you have somewhere to live, but find the rent or the mortgage
zooming upwards all the time? Why not organise with your local
tenants’ or residents’ association to start a strike against the
increases? .

Everybody is entitled to somewhere to live: houses and flats
should belong to those who live in them. Organise in your com-
munity to take them over. s

Just as important as where you live is where you work. Who
do vou work for? Who runs your factory or office? Who decides
how much you are paid—or what you work at? Can your workplace
be closed overnight if it is ‘not profitable’—or if the government
says so? |

The factories and offices have been built by the workers and

VOTE-

production is maintained by the

workers. They should be controlled

by the workers. Why wait until the'

boss has made things a mess be-
g

fore taking over? Many work-ins in |
the past few years (Briant Colour
Printers; Triumph Motorcycles) have shown how organised workers
can assert their right to control their jobs.

Why shouldn’t the workers run the factories, the offices, the
transport system—everything? Since we already do the work, we
must surely run them better than the bosses or the bureaucrats®

The more people organise to use direct action, the more effective
it will be. Trades unions, tenants’ associations, consumer gZroups,
claimants’ unions, all show that the people can organise to get what
they want—and with compassion for the sick, the old and the needy.
But these are all defensive. It is time we took the offensive and
organised to overthrow capitalism and the state system altogether
and replaced it with a society based on real freedom

This will mean challenging the state’s own defence system: the
police and the forces. We must oppose these institutions—and the
private armies of retired militarists—and all ll}o creep) appargtqs
of the secret police. We must investigate the §pec|al Branch, )':m
as they investigate us; we must ask soldiers to think about what (he)
are doing (in Northern Ireland, for instance) .m’ld help lh.ctn\ w ;lel
their thought leads to action; we must even, d‘ulhcult as ghls_ v\:) -
to stomach, fraternise with policemen and servicemen as individuals,

while totally opposing their institutions.

The institutions of authority exist to defend the .n‘lling‘cl‘ass;
we must organise our own means of dt-h'nc.c. All polumans;«'
to become the ruling class; we must orgamise to f{rustrate | cm.‘

ORGANISE TO TAKE OVER!
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® fight rises with boycotts

the Special Branch

price
® publish official secrets

® encourage soldiers to desert

® get people out of prison
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tion and the Left.

For decades now every section of
the British Left which proclaims
itself Marxist has been in favour of
some sort of support for the Labour
Party at election time. Even now
most groups cling to this line. cach
adding their own tortuous interpre-
tation,

So today we have *Marxists' talk-
ing of ‘Voting Labour without llu-

MPs fight’, when they have already
demonstrated a thousand times that

Earlier in the same Red Weekly
article (12 September) Alan Jones
writes: ‘It is clear that if Labour
is elected it will have to carry out
vicious attacks on the working class
which there is no possibility what-
ever of the working class accepting
passively’

In other words, as they used to
say in the 1£60s, “Vote for George
Brown until we tell you to shoot

Professional politicians are not the only people who try
to exploit elections. Wynford Hicks looks at

Without illusions?

would listen—1t0 vote Labour where
they had no candidate. The WRP
made this finesounding promise (o
proamote unity on the Left:
‘Throughout the course of this
election the WRP will fight for
maximum unity with the Labour
Party, the Communist Party and
other groups for the defence of
basic democratic rights against the

o8 . mens movement s (hat she 1w 1
3‘“:, when voting Labour is In ltse}l threat of Bonapartist dictatorship | campalgner for t(he urdmmunl of

¢ biggest fllusion of them all. We | and the growth of fascism' (WRP| women. The Chureh, which has
hear slogans like ‘Make the Left manifesto, February 1£74). :

What the WRP meant by ‘maxi
mum unity’ was not only o oppese

system as if they meant it). Which
threatens the IMG strategy of sup-
port for Labour. For once, the IMG
cannot support both the IRA and
the Labour Party.

YL acrobatics

But the contradictions of the Trot-
skvists are as nothing compared
with the acrobatics of the Young
Liberals. Whereas the Trots at elec-

the elec-

At Sulton and Cheam there 15 &
‘women's rights' candidate, Dy Una
Kroll, Once again | cannot Hnprove
on the points made by an IMG men:
her (Dodie Weppler) in a lotter to
the Guardwn

‘The candidate a family doetor
and ordained deaconess, whose only
apparent connection with the wo

long extolled the virtues of the
tamily and t(he subordinution of

the Independent Conservative (134
at Westminster; the WRP at Dum
bartonshire, Central (52); the Roy
Republican at Ealing, North (£3)
the Independent at Enfield, )
ton (98); the IMG at Glasgow
Queen’s Park (S0); the Marxist
Leninist at Lambeth, Central (107)
the Technical Consultant at Pete

which collects the lost deposits.)
The NF won 13 out of 14 contest-
ed joke elections; the CP only four
out of nine. Moreover the CP's per-
formance this year was worse than
in 1870 in almost every seat where
direct comparison is possible: out
of 11 seats the CP did worse in
nine, about the same in one, and
better only at Pontypool (1£70, 435

votes, 1.1%; 1874, 498 votes, 1.2%). date at Rugby (106 votes 0.2

field (101); the Social Credit cand

they will not, cannot, fight b » Labour Party | homen to men within (1, can of | National Front puts It Parlament |
they are simply the mls&ﬁa;le‘:‘llu:(; :::\ l{\.:llt’\\:i\\‘ .:\:l)l'uth:lhd':u::llr&lllt:: u“-mm llw elpec!ed'lu play a lead \for them is & tactic. It halps baep
fag-end reformism. against !’;L' \\‘1‘ the IM( n:\J\ the .\“:“ g ey rlrunulo Spainss |h¢.m respscisble and sxits pubie
We are told o vole Labour {0 A\lj.\!\h 1;~r‘1'\‘\\\ k\{a w-c\“ ' 3 e, OPPEeEAD's .“hy .(W::“"h ‘l:"l(:l“" lll:!":::::l:ﬂ;: ““. e
Keep out the Tories whereas polit- Having put up candidates last W'm A et o ’
cally the Labour Party is just as | time round, the IMG proceeded to | More s B ot g Powell deserves & Jine or two.
: - ' U ¢ € AT ) \.\ 4 LT Q MOre ¢ rﬂ[ﬂlr‘ ‘hu‘ an :
:‘l‘:';ha:“m:“?;;’:“:';“a“‘: c:*:‘*r g“l"qlh | .y put int tect the ‘maxi- | ‘anarchist’ Sid Rawle Is to stand as & 'l'h'mc.!l r
BGlts s good ohening. th \l" | mum unit) W\ ' Wed for | candidate. There used tgﬁlw a pheno | Sinee 1911, when Nandagl
fact, since I cunningly left out t) ot thel menon known as the ‘Easter anar- [Churchill tried to cheat in he the Ace of
quotation marks, I bet you thou o et who would appear religlously |game of Westminster Polities "’h”'
FE S theue Bret three ( .\ .\l( the climax of the Aldermaston playing the Orange Card, Northern | when he decided
Sanhs @aveel? .,u‘z.” | larch for the inevitable punch-up |(Ireland has been the graveyard of |Loyalist cause £
BTt . On the orin ne | —and then vanish for a year. Now, lambition for Westminster polith- {the Tory Pary.
ciple, why rewrite something whic) | !t seems, we have his dialectical fcians. That Enoch Powel), so well llumed out to be
e et gic, “;»_ ‘:\m‘nu'm, the “anarchist between {versed in the game, should risk Tory Party lost. Bo
BEEE AR SRaIRE DASIAES from &b o L : (G | elections (dl\'(-usn'fl elsewhere In |what may be his last card with the Howsver @
B E e et oS an ex | l;\ Hn\ln\;l\- of WILDCAT). Northern Ireland Loyalists is imitial- Hin this slection
L A el it f 1 eft, " ex 1» ‘l.gv <0 .IH\‘-. _not n‘wntlunvg the |ly surprising. Powell achieve
of 15 Ansl) 1070 ]\‘. cant ;( ates \.Al‘mn.\ m‘.\‘ ‘und the lhght. thelr Powell's trunslation to Ulster {ed o do It hardly
T e " IG is nol !lw:l ll\xl‘uf «l_«uo‘ral‘ polities is  self- | politics Is However understandable | Powsell's amtalive s
Marxist Group, of which Blackburn SARGIS :\\‘ \- “‘(f'l:-(”r :\: evident. As the IS pamphlet on the |if one considers the lssues that Tory Party o )
IS a member, has not heeded his |with the choice of producing J\l‘_\ '
words. Consider this passage from |page paper or running candidates
the Red Weekly (the Mole's suc-|in the election’. Again. with admir. - -
cessor) of 8 February, 1574 able logic, the IMG chose the
‘The IMG is in favour of people paper.
voting Labour. . But no confi- :
dence whatsoever can pe piaceq in | KCRA tactics I'he table clearly shows that in |their deposits, while the NF lost] joke candidstes polied even ball
the Labour traitors. We say “Vote But, having made this decision— | February 1§74 the National Front |54 out of 54 and ‘others’ lost the necessary percentage (I2§%) to
Labour—‘_B‘ut rely on your own |and having issued their clarion-call | beat other right-wing and fascist | grand total of 131. At £150 a tim retain their deponits tUhese whe
strugvgles. : Coa to the Left to support Left candi-| candidates in every case but one— |this adds up to £6,450 for the CPldid include the NF i West Boom
What's that you say? ‘Voting | dates—you would have expected the| and beat the Communist Party | and £8,100 for the NF. wich. East (T0%) and West (T8%);
Labour without Illusions?’ Exactly. | IMG to support the Irish Civil| every time. Similarly, the CP beat Lt Cdr Boaks achieved the (so| Leicester. East (74%) and Newham,
And in the months of Labour | Rights Association candidates stand-| the Trotskyists, whenever there was | far as we know) unprecedented dis-| South (68%—atf the May byelee
government which have followed |ing for ‘Withdrawal of British| a straight fight. The Workers Re- | tinction of recording simultaneously| tion this 2simest doubled o
the February election the IMG troops from Ireland' and ‘Self-deter-| volutionary Party (or rather its |the lowest and the third lowest votel 11.51% but the NF still jost £15ay,
have Jearned nothing. Here are | mination for Ireland’. Particularly| star candidate, Vanessa Redgrave) | totals—35 in Cities of London & Independent .L..; .
their “two essential themes and |gince, of all British Left organisa-| beat the International Marxist | Westminster, South, and 45 seats; and ome exl ,J"'
slogans. The first is “Prepare for |tions, the IMG has been most voci-| Group at Newham, North-East, and | Streatham. His Westminster votesi K Macmillss whe palled &5
the coming confrontation” and | ferous in its support for the IRA. the Marxist-Leninists at Lambeth, | cost him more than £4 each. Western Isies, standing 3= & United
“Vote Labour but only rely on your Not, however, so. For the ICRA | Central. (Those whose sympathies Others whose votes cost them| Labour Party candidate
own struggles”. The second is “For | tactics are, it seems, to stand in| go the other way may care to con- | more than £1 a time were: the Other exotics exvinded from this
a Labour Government responsible | Labour marginals and to call for| sider whether putting up a joke |Independent at Bath (118); the| statistical table are. the Digper
to the organisations of the working | abstention where they have no| candidate in the first place can do | Democratic Capitalist (44, just pip-| candidate st Cambridps 390 (B0%)
class and not to Parliament”.’ candidate (ie, to use the electoral | anybody any good—except the state, | ping Boaks for second place) the Anti-Helmet =t

il
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him', or ‘A vote for the Labour | tion time return to their spiritual But at least the CP has. one | of the few joke candidates who had
Party is a vote for Revolution | home by asking people to vote, the prqud boast: glamour-boy Jimmy |stood in the same seat in 1870 whes
really’ ete, et YLs have never even severed the| Reid in Dunbartonshire, Central, | he did very much better: 254 voles
& umbilical cord: they remain firmly | achieved the astounding feat—for a | 0.5%); the Independent (114 and
UIt'yontheLeft tied to the Old Liberals. joke candidate—of saving his de- | the Independent Conservative (102
I have concentrated on the IMG If the election results in a stale-| posit with 14.6%. Needless to sa'  at Scarborough.
but Robin Blackburn's remarks | mate, you can expect to see Jeremy | all 43 other CP candidates lost | What's meore very few of th
apply equall) the rest of the | Thorpe in the Cabinet—‘;‘nd h(;ut- — — —_—
Lef r e the Com U'| raged protests from YLs: they have 3
i“T‘r‘:» the W Revoll a;rgead)? suffered one big defeat in In Comptllng the Tesults table below we have m
art) ind rnation ~ | failing to commit the party to oppos- . 5 5 < g
 ciatiats. T 11d say tnat | ing coalition on principle (but why those constituencies with at least two joke candidates,
| rcater force | did they think the party conierence : "
{( IS ne on the | decision was so lmpOﬂll“; what addtng Only Merton, W!m bledon, to comme"w' uu w'
r ' n their own | about all those Labour conference| . ' ) tmb
r en sppear 10 | decisions which the leadership indefatigable LtCdr W.G. Boaks who stood simul |
by , t than Trot- | jgnored”). Isn't it time the "
kyist, 1 - qe<cendants of the | decided to adopt community politics|277 NO fewer than three Sedts,
| rot (han the Bolsheviks. | and direct action unequll\;ocallyt',-r x (ndimg Vo .-.n u.n.l-o-,“
Their support for the lLabour Party or owned up to manipuila ing L M m mn m :.M ‘m ) 4
| s n o ' L ndependoen: LDerei WY ¢
i V\F\\:— \ ) : . 5:\;.__“1:”;: I.jhllld o S voters as their elders do . ol Lo < moand 3
up candidates in the last election Women's rights’ l'l:dmndonl Conservalive 204 (0.4%) Natlsnal Front L 541 3 %> P A T
(see table below), but told their | There remain the various unclassifi-| jnaependent 118 03%) Independont Consorvasive 344 (8 7%) ::m m.\' e
~'iu‘-;wr'vf~—'h~1 anvone else who | able fringe candidates to consider. | Beurnemouth, East Eve Prent

Peopie 385 (0 7%

Independent Deamocratie Aiance 1003 4"
Glasgow, Quern s Park

Communist Pamy 373 4 )
Internativnal Marvist Groap ™ (0 W

National Front R75 (3 0%

Ant-EREC K34 (1 90
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Antl Immigration 1 184 (3 4%
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Corrections

Peace Centre

I 8 Moor Street, Ringway
Birmungham 4, 021643 0990
Action Backed Inquiry into
Property Specculation

220 Camden High Street, London
NWI

East Oxford Advertiser Books

34 Cowley Road

Oxtord 1 X4 1117

Gingerbread

! Poland Street

London WIV IDG,01-734 9014
l‘lk'gft.'lh vy Advisory \‘Cl\i\‘l'

! ret Street

W 109 0281/4

¢ lor women coming
(o seek an abortion:

: Mo

(IS 7 /R

icalist Alhance

We invite your help in keeping ourinformation up-to-date and correot,
Thanks to all those who supphed the following

INFORMATION

- "
Additions
Millenium Print Services
9 Sefton Dnive
Liverpool 8, 051-733 2635
Proletana Bookshop at 289 Station
Road, Dunscroft, Doncaster, is closing
owing to financial problems.
Gay Community Centre
78 Railton Road, London SE24

Lewisham Women's Aid
Sa Nelson Road
Greenwich

London SE10

01-858 0997

/here to buy WILDCAT

N1
' -
NWI
I\ u mity Law Centre
i W 'i'w: \\\'
| | Pansienne
Uld S Wi
b l‘ \l ")
' H St t. N1
‘( enierprise
’ 5 d High Street. ES
| Village Book
] Shrubbery Road. SWI6

Moonfleet
39 Clapham Park Road, SW4
People’s Aid and Action Centre
8 Falcon Road, SW11

Rising Free

197 Kings Cross Road, WC

The Artful Dodger (Ricky Sanni)
61 Amwell Street ECI

Freedom Bookshop

84b Whitechapel High Street, E|
Up Against the Law

66 York Way, NI
Red Books
)7 Caledonmian Road, NI

OUTSIDE LONDON

The Other Branch

7 Regent Place

Leamington Spa, Warwicks

East Oxford Advertiser

34 Cowley Road, Oxford

Grass Roots

| 78 Oxford Road, Manchester 13
Peace Centre

| ¥ Moor Street, Ringway
Birmingham 4

Public House

21 Little Preston Street

Brighton, Sussex

632 Bookshop

632 Bnstol Road, Selly Oak
Birmingham 29
Symposium

| 2 Market Strect
Bnghton, Sussex
News from N

9 Sefton Dn
Liverpool ¥

One O Eight Bookshop

108 Salisbury Road, Cathays
Cardiff, South Wales
Partisan Books

34 Dallow Road

Luton. Beds

ere

WILDCAT STRIKES! Stickers
Send sae

WILDCAT PHOTOGRAPHER needs
Pentax body or ssrmlar, cheap. Phone
01-278 1976 Mondays or Fridays
DISTRIBUTION. Street saies, etc If

free.

CAT, contact Joy Bundles, Box 999,
197 Kings Cross Road, WC1, or phone
01-278 1976 (Mondays or Fridays)
LIBERTARIAN LIBRARIANS,
Interested in forming a Libranans’
Guild? Please wnite to: Martyn Everett
| 1 Gibson Gardens, Saffron Walden,
Essex. CB10 1AW

INSIDE STORY

COPIES STILL AVAILABLE.
Complete set at the ndiculous price
of £2. Single copies 20p. 20 copies
of the same issue L1 Wnte to
WILDCAT

MEN'S CONFERENCE:there will be
a men's group conference in London
in October. Saturday 19 — Sunday
<0 October s the provisional date
Further mformation can be obtained
Jrom: ¢/o 46 Agincourt Road,
London NW3 (sae please)

Lavells

21 South End Road, NW3
Regent

73 Parkway, NWI

P Hills

| 3 Goodge Street, W1

R Bloom

56 Red Lion Street, WCI
Mandarin Books

3 New College Parade, Finchley
Road, NW3

Grassroots Storefront

61 Golborme Road, W10
News Supermarket

216 Portobello Road, W11
News Time

6 Pembridge Road, W1
NSS

214 Earls Court Road, SW3
Colletts

66 Channg Cross Road, WC2
Grays Inn Newsagents

50 Theobalds Road, WCl

J Grace & Sons

172 Fleet Street, EC4
Huggett

246 Morning Lane, E9
Griffiths

230 Graham Road, E8

South Wales Workers Bookshop
104 Gabalfa Ave
Gabalfa, Cardaff
Print Workshop

28 Cooke Street
Belfast 7

B H Blackwell
Hythe Bridge Street
Oxford

Shirley at Delta
Greyfniars Market
14 Forest Road
Edinburgh
Mushroom

261 Arkwright Street
Nottingham

Book People

53 St Marys Road
Southampton
Books

84 Woodhouse Lane
Leeds 2

you want to help scll/distribute WILD-

Smallads

SOLIDARITY PAMPHLETS
(Obtamable - postage extra

from 123 Latham Rd, London E6)
THE IRRATIONAL IN POLITICS

by Maurice Brinton. How socicty con-
ditions its slaves to accept their slav-
ery. Sexual repression and authoritar
1an conditioning - in both Eastern
and Western contexts. 15p

THE CRISIS OF MODERN SOCIETY
by Paul Cardan. The interlocking
crnises in work, politics, values, edu-
cation, the family, and relations bet-
ween the sexes. 10p

REDEFINING REVOLUTION by
Paul Cardan. A new look at contem-
porary sociely and the struggles
within it, To remain revolutionaries

.. or to remain marxists? 15p.
SOLIDARITY (Vol 7 No 2) This back
issue, a few copies of which are still
avatlable, contains a synopsis and
review of Reich's ‘What is class con-
sciousness . Do parades, uniforms
and military music change the devel:
opment of u eritical consciousness’
Will the Right always be better than
the Left at the game of pugeantry,
creating myths and mobilising people
around them’

Anarchist

Anarchists meet on Thursday at
8 pm. Detalls from: Roger
Grenvllle, Flat 3, 7 Bertie Terrace.
Leicester

Anarchist/Free Press meetings
ever‘y Thursday at 8 pm either

at Black Flag Bookshop, 1

Wilne Street, or in UnchrSity
Union Building (Percy Gee).
ORA group meets every Tuesday:
check at bookshop for venue.
London: Centro Iberico

83a Haverstock Hill, London
NW3. Meetings, etc, on Saturday
and Sunday evenings as adver-
tised. Tubes: Chalk Farm or
Belsize Park.

London: Hyde Park Forum

alternate Sundays. Speakers,
listeners, hecklers welcome,
London: The One Tun

Some London anarchists meet
socially at Finch’s The One Tun,
Goodge Street, London W1 on
Sunday at 7.30 pm. Don't ask at
the bar.

London: Women's Anarchist
Group

Meets on Monday. Phone 883
2457 for details

Stillinside

Three of the 11 hbertarians arrested
last May aftor the kidnapping of a
Spanish banker are still in prison
Octavio Alberola Surinach., Prison

des Hommes, 1 Avenue de la Division
Leclerc, 9426} Fresnes, France:

Weir both in Prison des Femmes,

Fleury Merogis, 2 Avenue des peu-
phers, 91700 St Genevieve des Bois,

Al Speakers Corner from 1 pm on

Anane Gransac-Sadon and Jean Helen

acquaintances (unifformed, that is
about one’s sceret anarchism) turn
many comrades into election fodder
Worse, some of them dirty our
linen by standing as candidates in
thus shame-faced contest lor the votes
of the manipulated population.

The cost of the £150 deposit does

One such worthy has gven complained
in an electoral address for a council
election that his ideas (his, you see)
were adopted by the councd from has
previous manifesto.

Unfortunately, these comrade can
didates having lost their deposits, will
be back 1n our ranks - until the next
¢lection!

not deter them. They add their false
voices to the confusion like criminals

John Rety

| |

|
EET

|

\\
l

?
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The Law Commussion’s proposed
Criminal Trespass Law would make it
a cimunal offence both for an owner
to force entry into occupied property
and for anybody to remain on some-
one else’s property after being asked
to leave, Squatters are likely guinea-
pigs for thenew law if it comes into
force (early 1975 is possible), but it
1s also designed for use against work-

74
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=" | THEY WORS/LET
Oxford 7T 110 TALA-RUT WHALS] ALOTE |
Details from: Uhuru, 35-37 LISC FOR THOSL POOR WHETHER
Cowley Road, Oxford. 1 Wmmi THEY WORS /) 1

ZOMTOL HOW | &) |

From Class War Comix No | ‘New Times': available from Epic Productions.
76 Peckham Road, London SES. price 25p + Sp postage

Guinea pigs bite back

legal tenants - are threatened

The Campaign Aganst the Criminal
Trespass Law has been started to try
and stop these proposals being made
law. At a meeting in London on 18
September a committee was set up
to work on a leaflet and plan demon-
strations and other acuons. A pubhic
mécting was planned for 29 Septem-
ber to broaden the base of the cam-

France. They are still awaiting tnal,

as are the other eight who have bail
Letters to the three in prison serve
two purposes: as well as raising the
morale of the prisoners, they remind
the authonties that they are not alone.

ers and students in occupation,
pickets on company property,
claimants — or anyone else — taking
part in an occupation of an office or
town hall, vanous other people -
gypsies, ramblers, those who com-
lain in shops and restaurants, even

paign. Information from CACTL.
119 Railton Road, London SE24

Meanwhile, the Islington branch of
NALGO, which includes bailifls, are
considenng banning all evictions
where houses are not due for demo-
lition or immediate use

After the police had smashed the
Windsor Free Festival on 29 August.
they piled up and set fire to any pro-
perty left behind by those they had
arrested or hustled out. Tents, cloth-
ing, rucksacks. tood - all were bumnt
This 1s what the field, which had been
a scene ol peace and freedom the day
before, looked like after law-and-order
had been established. On the Sunday
alter the bust, a protest meeting was
held in Hyde Park, supported by hun-
dreds of people. who pledged them
sclves 1o hold another Free Festival
next year
The first issue of a new underground
paper MAYA — Windsor Free Nation
News (BCM - Free Festival, London
WCIV 6XX, telephone’ 0) 488 2387)
was ‘born in love and anger at baing
fucked over at our annual gathenng
Copies cost Sp, but the publishers siy
all this goes to the seller. 1o produce
a second issue, they need L500
Witnesses ol v\\ll\\' brutahts al
Windsor are asked 1o get in touch wath
Release, | Elgin Avenue. London W9
(01-289 1123)
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Anarchists %
Aberystwyth = 2
Anarchists meet at the Skinners -
vl |betweenelections [
Blackburn g
Letters only to. Keith Sowerby, Many people whom one tends 10 re- in @ masked ball and thus trample not 9 N
150 Shorrock Lane. gard as comrades go through an irra- only ther reason but ours into the = -
Corby tional phase dunng election Ume dirt. % :
Anarchists meet at 7 Cresswell The manipulation of the masses By their manilestoes you can judge =
Walk on the first Friday of the becomes a mere spectacle to them them. They proller panaceas with a 1
month at 7.30 pm. Phone Corby The crowds at Trafalgar Square. the as much skill as any practised polity- *
66781 for detalls of other acres of newsprnint, the imsistent cian' how they would solve this prob- .
activities images on the television screen. the lem and that in an anarchistic way
Leamington conversations with ‘uniformed’

i
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The ideology of the town-planning
movement derives from two great
late Victonans who would never have
%uahﬁcd for membership of the Royal

own Planning Institute. Patrick
Geddes was a botanist, Ebenezer
Howard was a stenographer who
Spent years inventing a shorthand
typewniter. Both saw planning as
popular social movement rather than
a branch of municipal bureaucracy
both were friends of the anarchast
Peter Kropotkin and were influenced
by his decentralist ideas

But inevitably. as planning evoly
as & professional rather than s socual
dctivity, and since land and pic pert
remained in the hands of priy
institutional speculators
publicly owned, was certainly
controlled h\ the [‘&'l)l"‘c wi
and worked in it — we should no
surpmised by the conclusion of J«
Gower Davies ‘Planning in

. .’
il |

\‘a.‘.u

Jur

sociely IS In essence the attempt
1o inject a radical technology int
4 conscrvative and highly inegal
@an economy. The impact of pla

on this society is rather like
the educational svst

Cin on I(ne same

SOCICLY ® 11 1s least onerous and n Os
advantageous 10 those who are already
well off or powerful. and it i1s mos

onerous and least advantageous to
lhOSC WO are relative iy powerl
relatively poor Planning is, in its
effect on the socio~economic struc-
ture, a hughly regressive form of
indirect taxation.’

The greater part of his book is a
detailed and damning account of the
way Newcastle Corporation handled
the rehabilitation and proposed re-
development of 2 rundown downtown
area of the city. The exercise made
everything worse for everyone. and
hus book shows why. His general com-
ments are sometimes Very acute,

like the one | have quoted. Some
times they are very wide of the mark.
for he shoots at every target in sight
The tone 1s mhilistic rather than
anarchistc, which 1s a little odd

since he is a Labour councillor.
Revolution needed

Thomas Blair is an American socio-
lopst who is head of the department
of social and environmental planning
at the Polytechnic of Central London
He gives a rapid and skilful account
of the variety of crnises which afflict
the world's great aities, and some of
the suggested solutions. He is too
wise 10 imagine, like our simple-
munded planners, that there are
physical or technical solutions to
problems whach are essentially those
of poverty rather than of the environ-
ment. He remarks that ‘the heavy

-\ Vi

Jon Gower Davies: The E

Bl clare thing r
Ol social revolution will be Cessany
{0 change the course of future urba
history’ because ‘neither the urb
L'\.r’-ﬂ\\:\\'. central arca \.:L~.._\ "J
suburban sprawl, co

ngestion, pollu-
tion, nor any of the urban socizal

problems can find its causes or
ILs cures in the city’. They are not
local nor are they confined to cities
The ills of the urban cnisis are. in
fact, all interconnected with our
life-styles, work habits, activities. and
forms of social organisation and
settiement. They reveal permanent
flaws in modem urban society.’

What kind of change do we need
then? As Blair puts it, ‘On the local
level there must be renewed positive
action for democratic popular con-
trol and management of urban
affairs. People must decide to stop
revolving around technocratic
authontanan centres and seek new
political and cultural directions. A
new movement for a responsible
technology must be created which
unites many diverse sections of the
public and professions, and moves
planning towards the liberation of
individuals and communities.’

Like the rest of us, Blair has to
take refuge in rhetorical truisms
when it comes to prescribing positive
action. In Winifnd Holtby"s novel
South Riding a disillusioned Labour
councillor remarks: “We start by de-

manding a revolution and end up

r Hy

I'ia,\“ »

r a new hind of planning
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and one of his

Murray Bookchin

School book

What School Is For (M
5 |

paperbac) ! ly,
nteresting and bafll mulating
ind strating, Jucid and confused
Its authors, according to the blurb
are "ooth penenced teachers';
according to the Cuardian, which

published an extr

act from the book.
Gabnel Chanan is the senior editor

of the National Foundation for
Educational Research, and Linda
Galchrist is an ex-teacher.’

I'hey make many good points at
the expense of vanous orthodoxies:

¢g on cultural deprivation ‘a very
dubious concept, implying that cul-
ture 1s a commodity like bricks and
mortar, not the way in which a com-
munity interprets and values its ex-
penences’, and on teacher-training
‘A training which does not prepare
teachers for the incoherence of the
average secondary school as a learning
environment is something of an
cvasion.’ It's worth reading the book
for Nashes ke these

But, as a whole, Whar School Is
For s disappointing One feels that,
when they leave the classroom, the
authors are soon out of thew depth
To take two examples: the authors
contnive 1o dismiss ‘deschooling’

withoul even a passing reference (o
the libertanan critigue of Paul
Goodman; when they come to pop
music, they seem quite unaware of
the vigour of American country.
blues and R & B lyrics' they refer to
the *‘marked improvement in the
quality of pop music in the ;asl de-
cade’ (meaning the words). Tell that
to Chuck Berry

Although the authors appear to
be suspicious of anything done, suid
or written before 1965, the book s
littered with footnotes referning to
books and articles published in the
last few years. One refers to Murray
Bookchin's ¢cssay, "Listen Manisg." ~
probably the best-known anarchist
essay of the last decade - which Is
included 1n his Post-Scarcity Anar-
chism (1974) But the guthors do
not say so. and their reference i,
in any case, very difficult to under-
stand

The authors attack both the trendy
‘deschoolens” und the dour marxists,
but they fail 1o say clearly what
kKind of socicty they would like to
see. s not surprising then that they
fad to say *what school is for’,
though they give us a few glimpses
Wynjtord Hicks

WCwage works
logists of plan-
y round. They
me (echno-
£ila ation and ¢nd "‘\ de-
g revoluti Since this is not
thewr
they have to be satis
U We have succeeded In

"o ! r Loy o : .
B ¢ gencral level of co

:
C Mass o!

ns<ious-
OCal CACrg

ISCs I
mmurnuty action. Consequently in
¢ Ol J.'\.MT_U"‘L' demolitions
Ol the pretentions of planning
policy, ¢ g. Robert Goodman's
\fter the Planners (Penguin 75p)
| or Malcolm MacEwen's Crisis in
| Architecture (RIBA Publications
£2.50), the remedies do not match
This is not
the fault of the authors We are just
groping for an altemative theory of
urbanism
One important first step towards
an anarchist urban theory was
Richard Sennett’s The Uses of
Disorder (Penguin 60p). Another is
Murray Bookchin's book The Limits
of the Ciry His Post-Scarcity
Anarchism was recently published
in Britain by Wildwood House. and
I hope this new work finds a pub-

1 the spat

up with the le_ﬂ"w“.\

Paul Cardan’s Modern Capitalism and
Revolution (Solidanty  Paperback,
50p) is the second edition of the
most ambitious work by the chief
theorist of the Socialisme ou Barbarie
group 1n France, who is also the chief
theoretical influence over the Soli-
darity group in Britain. He is now well
known across the Channel - his
wntings are currently being collected
in a twelve-volume paperback edition
under his real name. Comnelius
Castonadis — but still little known
here.

His thought consists of a struggle
first within and then with Marxism
to re-establish a genuine revolu-
tionary theory. In the process he has
moved in a libertanan direction
away not only from Stalin and
Trotsky but also from Lenin and
even Marx, approaching but never
reaching anarchism, and remaining
impnisoned within the old categories
of Marxist polemic. The preoccupa-
tion is with bureaucratic society
rather than capitalist economics, but

Waste of life

RoZ Tuird’s A Good and Useful Life
(Hart-Davis, MuacGibbon. €3 50) s
yel another prnison book, taking its
title from Rule | of the Prison Rules
“The purpose of the training and
trcatment of convicted prisoners shall
be to encourage and assist them to
lead a good and useful hife.” Caind
was one of the Cambridge students
arrested at the Garden House demon-

| country .’

Foundation Course

-8 ¥ P

. vangelistic Bureaucrat (Tavistock
Thomas L Blair The International Urban Crisis (Hart-Davis, Mac&brnmk e

The Limits of the City (Harper Colophon

nning decla

Paladin rback
Books 82 75) - )

lsher here. His earlier
chapters survey the early history of
urban civilisation —i1ancient cities

of the Near East and of pre-Colombian
Amencz, the Greek polis and the
commune in the Middle Ages. His
chapter on the nse of the bourgeois city
shows how, with the spread of capitalist
manu facture ‘a new basic for city life
developed in the urban centres of the
industrialised western world, chang

ing qualitatively all pre-existing

social and economic relations within
the towns and between town and

The cities of the modern world,
he declares, are breaking down under
sheer excess of size and growth
They are disintegrating adminis-
tratively, institutionally, and
logastically, they are increasingly
unable to provide the minimal
services for human habitation,
personal safety, and the means for
transporting people and goods ., . '
Even where cities have some sem-
blance of formal democracy, ‘almost
every avic problem is resolved not
by action that goes to its social roots,
but by legislation that further re-
stricts the nghts of the citizen as an
autonomous being and enhances the
power of super-individual agencies.’

Nor can the professionals help:
Rarely could city planning transcend
the destructive social conditions to
which it was a response. To the de-
gree that it turmed in upon itself as a

the obsession with working-class
activity (or inactivity) makes the
whole project seem curiously old-
lashioned.

Modern Capitalism and Revolution
15 as it were the mini-Capizal of
Cardamism, an attempt to lay the
foundations of the entire theory. It
was onginally wntten in 1959 and
published in France in 1960-61.
first appearing in Britain in 1965 in
a translation revised in close consul-
tation with the author. This second
edition has a new introduction con-
sidening the thesis in the light of
developments during the fifteen

specialised profession -~
of architects, ¢
®ists — it too fell within th narrow
division of labour of the u:y

istic notions of

design to the fostering of personal
intimacy, many-sided social relation-
ships, nonhierarchical modes of
organisation, communistic living
arrangements, and material indepen-
dence from the market economy.

the activi:
ngineers and sociolo-

society it was meant to control. Not
surprisingly, some of the most human-

amateurs who retain contact with
the authentic experiences of people
and the mundane agonies of metro-
politan life.’

The particular bunch of leurs
who, for Murray Bookchin..‘&
the way are the young members of
the counter-culture. ‘Much has been
written about the retreat of dropout
youth to rural communes. Far less
known is the extent to which eco-
logically-minded counter-cultural
youth began to subject city planning
to a devastating review, often ad-
vancing alternative proposals to de-
humanising urban ‘revitalisation’ and
‘rehabilitation’ projects . . . .

For the countercultural planners,
the point of departure for any design
was not ‘the pleasing object” or the
‘efficiency’ with which it expedited r
traffic. communications, and
economic activities. Rather, these
new planners concerned themselves
primarily with the relationship of

Design, here, took its point of depar-
ture not from abstract concepts of
space or & functional endeavour to
improve the status quo but from an ex-
plicit critique of the status quo and

a conception of the free human re-
lationshups that were to replace it.
The design elements of a plan
followed from radically new social
alternatives. The attempt was made
to replace hierarchical space by
liberated space.’

They were, in fact, rediscovenng
the polis, reinventing the commune
Now Murray knows that the counter-

cultural movement has ded
from its high point of t R ind
he inveighs agamst crude

rhetonic which was the next fashion
‘Far more than the flowers of the
mid-sixties, the angry clenched fists
of the late sixties were irrelevant in
trying to reach an increasingly
alarmed and uncomprehending J
public ' But he insists that certain
demands and issues raised by the
counter-culture are impenshable. The
call for ‘new, decentralised commun-
ities based on an ecological outlook
that unites the most advanced
features of urban and rural life’ is
not going to die out agsin because of
the harsh fact that ‘few choices are
left today for the existing society”.
Colin Ward

years since :* was wriften. Like all S —

Cardan’s w this is directed at
Marxists and ex-Marxists: libertarians
who are not and never have been
Marxists are more likely to wonder
what all the fuss is about. However.
this is the most serious discussion of
the basic ideas of the Solidarity

group and 1s worth reading if only
lor that reason
Nicolas Walter

stration in February 1970 and got
the longest pnison sentence of 18
months. His book is a badly construc-
ted and badly written mixture of a
&:MM] account of his year in
ormwood Scrubs and Coldingley
Industrial Pnson and of a general
altack on the present pnson system.

His background made him an un-
Ly pical prisoner, coning from a
Scottish middle<class family and being
a young left-wing intellectual Un-
fortunately he has failed 10 overcome
such disadvantages, and his book
contains ncither a detailed descnption
of his own experience nor a convin-
cing analysis of the institution he
expenenced The most valuable
part of the book is the impression
it gves of Coldingley . which repre-
sents current thinking about re-
habilitating sultable prisoners through
industrial work m a closed prison. It
i 0 fact a labour camp. its abvious
Iy bad aspects being o parody of
capitalist society and its ostenmbly
good aspects being a parody of the
wellare state Like all prisons 11s
main effect s 1o create 4 bad and

Prophetic
realism

Peter Kropotkin's Fields, Factories
and Workshops Tomorrow (Allen &
Unwin. €3 95, paperback £1.95) s

a new edition of the anarchist classic
ol practical economics, Fields,
Facrories and Workshops | 1898). It
has been skilfully revised by Colin
Ward, the former editor of Amarchy
and author of Anarchy in Action
(1973, who has retained the main
arguments but replaced much of the
obsolete statistical material with
commentanes giving meore recent
supporting matenal instead. Wand
describes the book as “a great pro-
phetic work of the nineteenth century
whose hour has yet to come’ s
strikingly up-to~date n 1ts advocacy ol
decentralised smalbscale industry and
mtensive smallscale agnoniture, with
the maximum integration of the

two. and its attack on both econe-
mic and educational specialisation
On the other hand it is stnikingly
out-ot-date 1y iy assumption that
what is technically idle and
e S
happen g won

'ur';p:he situation it describes has
become much more serrous and the
solution it has become much

wseloss hife, to which it adds the

paraphernalia of madern technology.
Nivolas Walter

re urgent Many people have sad
i': same as Kropotkin sinee he weote,
Hw this most concrete of all his books
is stl) valuable . anarvbisim s not a
utopian visson of the future but & '
Nix olus . ; {\7.;'“‘, »
, ;. - s T ;. -!.,d‘tz
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und the fact that the

Liberal revival owes its strength to

the Young Liberals and the return

{0 grass-roots politics which made

many people thunk that politicians
interested in them

I'he Young Libetals have appealed

to the dealism of thousands ol Your
ind young who have been

sickened by the political games ol

the Conservative and Labour parti

and looked lor a practical way oul

through the parbamentary process

Ironically, the YLs have in lact

thered their main support from

young idealists through the skilful

ise of non-parllamentary tactics

the public burning of Census paper

in Trafalgar Square in 1971, the

Stop the Seventies Tour - while

party tactics in putting up local

Characters' like Big Cyril Smith in

Rochdale have tied in with the

‘community politics’ hne, captured

the local imagination and paid off

Ol power the als

ough they

bottle tor yvears It's
stull this power wine

.
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Itis not surpnsing, given the pre-

We asked a member o 1 Solidarity
fo give his personal views as to why the leaflet
reproduced below was distributed
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valling political climate, that the
Liberal Party has gathered support
Nor, for anarchists or libertanans who
really watch the politicians is it sur
prising that the Parliamentary Liberal
Party 1s now telling the rank-and-file
that when it comes 1o power they
had better do as they are told

Having sincerely thought (or so we
assume ) that the Liberal Party was
going to offer an alternative to Lab
our and lory, the YLs. who showed
the anarchusts a thung or two about
direct action demonstrations, and the
local party workers in the provinces
who wore themselves out to get the
popular vote, now sec their leader so
intoxicated with the balance of power
that he wants to drink deep of the
real thing

Alas poor suckers. vou should have
known him betler Don't you know
that for your actual professional
politician Ideals are simply the mean
to an end” That every MP dreams ol
becoming Prime Minister” And i, lor
Jeremy Thorpe. the dream has the
mghtmare quality ol having to bak
ance Wilson and Heath in a coalibon
he'll have a go
All this would be funny if 1t did

not have such simister undertones |

batitute for thinking

Why?

On Saturday, 7 September. the
National I ront marched thirough the
stieets of London, The North | andon
Disteict Commitiee of the AULW
called o counterdemonstration al
Speakers” Cormer which was SO
ted by the Communist Party, the
National Union of Students, IS, the
IMG and a number of other RIOMpPs
Phe enclosed leallet was produced by
Solidariey (London). Our aim was to
distrabute (ot 1o the rank and lile ol
both demonstrations. We were ex
ploring the basis of 4 hbertarian
alternative both to right Wing authos
Hartanisim and 1o the standard
el response to such a threat. We
preter to descnibe today's reality as
a resurgence ol right-wing authorit
arianism: rather than to speak ol
faseism. "Fascism”' isn't Just a term
ol abuse, 1o label anything you don't
like. U implies a specific philosophy
and a specific form of sociul Organisa
ton. It arose in a specilic context
which bears little relation to what is
seen today
Fhe exercise for a number of
reasons, proved only partially success
ful. Our attempt to break new ground
gave rise to much misunderstanding
(some genuine, some deliberate) Per
haps the following comments will
help clarify our objectives
In the last few months right wing

ideas have been more openly discus-
sed and have become more ‘respect-
able’ than at any time since the war
A number of new extraparliamentary
organisations (‘Unison’, ‘Great
Britain 757) have come (or been
forced) out into the open I Xisting
organisations (such as the National
Front) have felt emboldened They
have begun 1o assert their presence
on a national scale. How
should the left react to
all thas?

No GNUs is good GNUs

Itis &y

how at the

is from the Liberal leadershup that
the idea of GNU onginated - from
this small clique of politically moti
vated men, supposedly devoted to
the freedom of the individual,
has emerged this concept ol coaliton
which would effectively knock out
the Opposition in Parliament and
pave the way for the one-party
Government  the Government ol
National Unity

This coalition of the party of big
business, the Tones with the party
of the trade-union bureaucrats, Lab
our, with the party of the petil
bourgeoisie, Liberal, would lay the
foundations of the corporate state In
Britain, which could always find valud
reasons (or 11s own conlimance

hat it could lard this with concepts
like ‘workers participation’, now em

braced by LibLab and Tornes alike
only makes 11 more persuasive and
more sinistel

We sk the mubitants of the ‘ex

treme Lett, who have done so much
i the past few months to publicis
the National Front as the spearhead
of Tascism. 1o constder this point  that
the foundations of a |98 fascixt-rvpe
dictatorship can very casily be lawd

by democratic perhiamentary parties

“h lassival TR T T I

Laninist g nsatias thrats)

i
Maoists ele ) andd ol some anas hit
s that all tasoist e atatbonne sl
e amshed iy sically of nas 15

"tl!llu l'h\ ty 1oy l'.
Qrganisations of the wanking «lg

{ orng feom the Lormmists this tak,
the biscuat (How ANy albaamaisii
Srganisations of the warking « luss
were lett in Russia, say when Lenn
died, i 19297 The paae teal pls
culions ol such an outlook are e
over quite clear One does not seod
WO gel ul the contused and frostraled
rank-and-Hle youth of the Tascist
Organmisations, misguided by the anti
capitalist rhetorie of thelr leader
One goes oul Tor o punchup In oo
opiion this just bsn't good enough

Since we Lirst started 1o publinh
Solidariry our emphasis has been
that revolutionanies should "neither
laugh nor weep but seck 10 under
stand” What is the real sigmificans
Oof the authortanan resurgence”
Why Is that particular mess e Tulling
on ltertile soml? \Wl} do aple. (n
secure and frastrated i prosentay
sociely, Ted up with the carruphion
and double talk of its Conservutive
and Labour establishments (yet un
able to break Iree of traditional
cepls) turm Lo nght-wing groups
rather than to the revolutionary
left? To what specific and general
social stresses s all thiy & response’
Why could groups like the National
Front today poll, in any given con
stituency, as many working class vous
as the Communist Party, IMG, WRP
and sundry *‘Marxist-Leninists’ put
together”

'o this kind of question one meets
two types of response. Some pretend
that the fact doesn’t exist. Or that it
I8 irrelevant. Or that it is & diversion
Others seek seriously to grapple with
the problem, however much of &
challenge that may pose to estab
lished thinking including their
own

In our leaflet we tried to start
such a discussion, Are the basic
desires and aspirations of the ordin-
ary individual for happiness and a
full life in deep harmony with an
objective such as the hibertarian re
construction of society? Have they
been distorted and repressed by all
sorts of conditioning? If so, the
problem is how to reach those aspir-
ations. How do we make the revolu-
tionary "ideal’ less remote, less

dilbonnisaimneng

Lo

abstract? How do we start a new kind

of politics, which one might define
as the fullilment, starting here and
now, of people's own independent
lives? If the left could do this, could
a mass basis for right-wing authontar
ianism ever develop? The authontar-
tan left cannot unleash this torrent
It is frightened of 1t. [t shares many
of the postulates and beliefs (and
much of the character structure) ol
those it is struggling against. And.
because of this, its only method ot
‘fighting fascism’ 1s by a physical con
frontation on the streets

In The Mass Psychology of
Fascism Reich pointed out that
ideology was at times a powerlul
matenal force. The appeal of autho
itanan ideas, in time ol socual cnsis
could not be understood unless one
grasped the character structure of
the masses in a class<dominated
sociely We believe that the under

in 1974 - and that by playing the
parliamentary game with their joke
candidates they are diverting the
workers trom where theur strength
really hies — in direct action at the
point of production

And we ask the You ¥ Liberals
whether they
their support of a bourgeois party

Ccannotl NOw sod wiias

now leads? Will not the ONU demand
the Mlling-in of census forms and the
selling of arms to South Atrca  all
in the national interest”

The British road 1o liscism »
have no need o the Natronal Front
they can be squashed hike cockrog

any time the Special Branch so

crees. Like Enoch Powell they are

N |
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Reddiary

The second Big Red Diary (Pluto

Press 75p) is the same size and pnce
as the first (which 1s now being offer
od for sale at 3Sp), but the eduonial
information has been revised and
redesigned, and the calendar entries,
instead of covering the history of mass
resistance (o authority over the past

Why another?

”'ﬂxc first 1issue of Radical Education

few centuries, cover only the ycar
1945, many of the events noted and
statements quoted are apt, but the
coverage 1s again rather thin there
s no mention, for example of the
Anarchist Disaftection Tnal des-
cnbed in the first issuc of WILDCAT

Researchl

An insight into the way The Angr
Brigade (see WILDCAT 1) was '
searched’ 1s provided by the Living
Theatre collective who report that o
the spring of 1972 the aut! Alar
Burns, came to sce them with a
bizarre proposal. It was that A«
should live in thewr commung
they, as actors. should pretend 10 be
members of the Angry Bngade Sin
they are pacifists, this would indee
have been a demanding assignment

‘When we invited hum to come and
p&'r'(’fm in the strect theatre outsade
Vauxhalls, he cleared off and was
never scen agamn |, said a member of
the collective. They never seriously
considered the 1dea although later
they did work with the Stoke
Newngton Eight Defence Com
miltee

A ——

2

A recent issue of Freedom (21 Sep-
tember) incladed an article on the
International Socialists with vanous
membership figures taken from their
mnternal bulletin. The figure of al-
most 2,000 white collar workers
given in both the bulletin and the
article is wrong: the correct
figure 1s 1.126. The IS member res-
ponsible for the error is getting tired
of acknowledging it. By companson
IS now have 1,155 manual workers
and S9] students out of a total of

3310

Wil

(15p. 68 Goldhurst Terrace, London
NW6) reports that people have asked
them ‘Why produce another maga-
zine? . In what way do you disagree
with, say, Teaching London Kids.
Hard Cheese, Rank and File, Forum
or Libertartan Education?” The ans-
wer, it seems, is that ‘the left hand
doesn't know what the ultra-left hand
is doing’, there is ‘a quite unnecessary
sectananism . . . Our criteria for pub-
Lishing articles, comments, announce-
ments, advertisements and any other
contnbutions will, providing they
come from the broad radical move-
ment, be whether the contribution

is interesting, jargon free and com-
prehensible to the non specialist,
supphies new information or adds to
the debate.’

The editors particularly invite “con-
tributions of a practical down to earth
type which can actually help radical
teachers (our 1talics) in their day to
day work”. The flirst issue includes
articles on sexism in education, the
labour college movement, school
democracy in Finland, the politics

of being taught to read and wnite
Number 2 (copy date for contnbu-

tions: S October) will include a report
of the school student stnkes 1in Madnd
and Barcclona last July following the
garrotting of anarchist Salvador Puig
Antich

Indexed

i : ‘ L

|
the Inal . i INnsall 1O AcCl
peCis ! i T ' the Pat

Armrowsmuith case. The arucl

cle 1s 1ol
lowed by the text of the BWNI(
leaflet for whuich Pat was sentenced
to 18 months impnsonment. It will
be interesting to see whether she 1s

followed to jail by the /ndex editor
Michael Scammell or the distinguished
intellectuals of the Wniters and
Scholars International which pub-
lishes the paper

SDLP notes

GERRY FITT, leader of the Party,
continually declares that he has ‘no
time for the men of violence’. Gerry,
however, felt the personal need to
employ IRA man John Kelly as an
unofficial bodyguard in 1970. Kelly
was later involved in the celebrated

Arms Trnal.

AUSTIN CURRIE: Candidate for
Fermanagh. Before the Sunningdale
Agreement would advocate drinking
the rent money and generally pro-
moted the rent and rates stnke. At a
Belfast meeting he declared: ‘Bnan
Faulkner can kiss my arse.’

Arse-kissing or not, Curriec was made
Minister for Housing in the Faulkner
coalition and promptly slapped a 25p
surcharge on those who wouldn’t pay
thewr rent

IVAN COOPER: In February of 1972,
Cooper offered the officials gelignite
so that they might join in the bomb-
ing campaign to bnng down Stormont.
He offered to meet them in a pub in
Letterkenny, Donegal. A few days
later Cooper'’s car was blown up. ‘A
dastardly attempt on his life,” he told

the press

The Executive Committee of tlw.
National Counal for Civil Libertics
has at last been forced by the mem-

bership to call a Special General
Meeting ‘to consider and resolve upon
its conduct of the Council’s alfairs
including particularly the dismissal of
the Council’s General Secretary and
upon the future (sic) and future con-
duct of the Council” The mecting
which comes more than four months
after Martin Loney was sacked, will
be at Conway Hall all day on Satur-
day, 19 October, and attendance will
cost SOp per individual member or
delegate of affiliated organisations.
At the same time the Executive
Committee has advertised for a new
General Secretary. Applicants might
be wise to wait until after the meet-
ing to find out what kind of job it will
be. or indeed whether there will be
a job at all
e T A e T T ARl

Offensive ads
As reported i Socialist Worker, IPC
recently refused to take the Labour
Party's proposed £20,000 advertising
campaign on equal rights for women

in their four major women's weeklies.
As Mr E G Court of IPC wrote to the

Labour Party Publicity Department,
Our readers do not expect 10 sec
thus kind of advertisement in the pre-
ent editonal context

A journalist working for one of the

magazines in question put the grounds
sal another way : *Our readers
tell the difference between ad

id editonal anyway, how-
big we print the word “advertise-
ni We can’t nsk them taking

an adverusement as our editor-
uld no doubt offend

1al view as it »

some readers We don't accept nudes
in toilletry adverusements for the
same reason

‘A few months ago, the Tory Party
also booked space, but later cancel-
led it. If both they and the Liberal
Party as well as Labour had taken
space, the balancing out of views
would certainly have put a different
light on the decision’

Irish laboratory

Neither Catholics or Protestants can
be convinced that the presence of the
Bnitish army in Northern Ireland is
benign, to put it mildly, yet the army
stays, supposedly to protect the two
sides from each other. Its presence
makes more sense, however, if viewed
as a rehearsal for an extension of its
activities to Bntain. The new techno-
logy of repression — lessons from Ire-
land, a recent Brnitish Society for Soc-
1al Responsibility in Science pam-
phlet, (9 Poland Street, London W1,
35p) examines the theory and wea-
ponry of counter-insurrection current-
ly on tnal in the Insh laboratory.
There are sections on not control,
internment, intelligence, interro-
gation, the role of the Welfare State
and the likely form these exercises in
repression will take in the future — In
Brnitain. If you haven't yet read it,
you should.

Glancing idly through one of those
expensive coffee table books the
other day. my altention was held by
a photograph of a group of farm
workers at the tum of the century.
What astonished me was the number
Po( them. There were fiftecn. A
simiar photogruph nowadays would
show perhaps the farmer, hus wile
and one hand, while in the back-
ground would be tractors, com-
bines, elevators and other examples
of sophisticated hardware. | did know
a man who ran a 250 acre farm on
his own — apart {from some casual
help when he harvested his feed crop.
Of course he kept only beef cattle.
He didn’t even keep chickens or a
house cow — his wife used tinned
milk — and. in addition to the usual
machinery, he had an overhead track
in his yard for carrying bales and
sacks. :

His was an extreme case, but it
does illustrate a general trend — the
continuing reduction of the labour
force. As well as the modern com-
bine that charges through a ficld of
wheat like some terrifying engine of
war, spewing out sacks of ready
threshed grain, there arc many
machines designed to dispense with
the rows of labourers who used to
be scen spread over the countryside
at harvest time — potato lifng
ploughs, pea picking machines, hedge
layers As for muck-spreading lime -
if you're out for a country walk and
see a tractor towing a thing that
looks like a cylinder on wheels, keep
well clear or you may find yourself
literally in the shit. It's probably
spraying out wet dung.

Not only 1s all this mechanisation
reducing the labour force, 1t’s also
changing its nature. The contem-
porary farm hand has to be a cross
between a bio-chemist and an engin-
eer. You can still see the occasional
bucolic wobbling home on a rickety
bicycle at the end of the day. He's
probably a cowhand whose lifetime
of experience has taught him how to
keep a milking herd happy. On the
other hand you may see what | saw
when | was talking to a farmer in
his yard recently. A young fellow
with a beard and long hair got into
a sports car and drove off. “That’s

Burnt fingers

The latest issue of Libertanian Edu-
carion has as its theme sex, sex roles
and education. The LE collective in-
advertently underlines the magnitude
of the problems in that field by re-
printing an article from Fire, a now
defunct paper. Entitled ‘Butch or
bitch?” and written by a woman
(under pressure to write something
perhaps?) the article begins: ‘“The
question of Womens Liberation tends
to be left to the professional Womens
Libbers’. It ends: *We must not de-
pend on Germaine Greer and Selma
James to do things for us . In the
final analysis nobody can do anything
for you — only you can. Let’s talk,
read, wnite, fuck, think more.”

Strange and sad, then, that between
these two quotes large chunks of
Sheila Rowbotham's Women's Libera-
tion and the New Politics are wnltien
in, NOT quoted. Stranger still that
nobody at Libertrarian Education
seems to have noticed

hand. organising lor a ' :
would be extremely difficult. The
National Union of Agricultursl
Workers finds it difficult enough
protecting their members’ in 5
within the system. The im ,

of taking cifective action in support
of wage claims has meant T4
tural workers are way down nea

bottom of the wage table How would |

you organise a strike of farm han

are scattered so thunly over the
ground, many of them work along-
side their boss and form a personal
relationship with him.

Agriculture however, like the rest
of our society, is in & state of flux.
There 1s no doubt that livestock
farmers have been badly hit by the
enormous increases in the price of
cattle food Added to that, the stupid
over-emphasis on beefl production
has meant a fall in the price of beef
cattle. Farmers are going bankrupt
and selling up In our area at least
you can sce auction notices stuck up
advertising farms over a wade area
of countryside. No ordinary working
farmer can afford to buy one of
(hese farms. They will go to syndi-
cates and the big companies.
means of course an increasing change
in the relationship between worker
and boss. Farmer Giles becomes Mr
Smith, the manager, and the rcal boss
is tucked away somewhere in the city

I can’t forecast what effect these
changes are likely to have on the
organisation of agnculture, but it
certainly becomes possible that they
will bring a changing attitude to
control. Who knows, we may yect see
an end to the mad system in which
production of the primary necessity
of life depends on the vaganes of
pnvate profit.

Geoffrey Barfoor

No dou

The NCCL’s latest pamphlet, Whose
conspiracy? (186 Kings Cross Road,
London WCI1, 50p) is a solid presen-
tation of the facts of this recently
revived legal dragnet. What the con-
spiracy laws do is to reverse the famed
‘reasonable doubt” in Enghish law. A
reasonable chance of intention to
commit an ‘undesirable’ deed s itsell
a cnme - CONSPIracy. maximum scn-
tence: lifc impnsonment. No one can
afTord to ignore the implications of
such a law, 1t's such a convenient way
of putting away anyonc¢ the estab-
lishment finds undesirable that we
may be sure it won't be done away
with in 2 hurry. Who needs martial
law when this one's already on the
books”
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